Humble hero

remembers
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By RACHEL TOUNE

TOWNSVILLE-born
Olive Weston has in-
spired the nation with
her autobiography on
life as a nurse during
World War II.

The 84-year-old has
returned to the city as
she has for the past 30
years, escaping the win-
ter chill of her Adelaide
home for three months
in the warm climate.

Her memory of the
war effort was jogged
with recent mention of
speculation of mu-
nitions and mustard
gas leftover from the
war being located under
Castle Hill.

Mrs Weston joined
the US army at the age
of 15 during World War
II, putting her age up to
18, while she was study-
ing as a medical
missionary caring for
soldiers under the di-
rection of General
MacArthur in the
American 12th Station
Hospital in Townsville.

She served for four
years during the war,
including a stint in New
Guinea, before return-
ing to Australia suffer-
ing from malaria and
dengue fever.

Mrs Weston said be-
ing in Townsville
brought back memor-
ies, especially hearing of
the rumours about
Castle Hill and the rem-
nants of the war.

“We were there when
they did experiments
and treated the soldiers
for blisters (from mus-
tard gas),” she said.

“There were tunnels
between here and Ing-
ham along the spurs—
all the equipment which
was coming from
America landed at the
Rock Pool.

“There were crates of
supplies and things
which were sealed up
and forgotten about.

“The men involved
are in their 90s and scat-
tered all over the world
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history to future generations

so that information is
lost.”

She married husband
Frank, who is now de-
ceased, after being dis-
charged from the army
and, after their first and
only child Steven was
born intellectually dis-
abled, has been heavily
involved in campaign-
ing for special schools in
New South Wales and
South Australia.

Mrs Weston was
awarded an Order of
Australia Medal in 1988,
and is also a proud
member of the Aust-
ralian American Associ-

ation in South Aus-
tralia.

Federal member for
Kingston Amanda
Rishworth told parlia-
ment in May Mrs
Weston had ‘served this
country with great dis-
tinction and quiet dedi-
cation’.

But while she has
been called a living
hero, Ms Weston pre-
fers to shy away from
the spotlight, still
humble about her ef-
forts.

Her autobiography
Olive: The Heroic Life
ofa World War II Nurse
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MEMORIES ... Olive Weston believes it’s important to pass on
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was released in 2003,
penned by Peter
Fenton.

While she was reluc-
tant to tell her story,
she said it was import-
ant to pass on the his-
tory to future gener-
ations.

“I still go out to
schools and try to ex-
plain to them the free-
dom they’ve got today
and the sacrifices which
were paid for them,” she
said.

The book is set to be
released shortly in an
electronic version on-
line.



