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THE Defence Forces’ top explosives
ordnance disposal expert, Major
Kevin Cuthbertson, with some of
the phosgene gas aerial bombs
already unearthed from a burial pit
at the Marrangaroo military base.

AFTER 73 YEARS, WE CLEAN UP THE EVIDENCE ...

Base’s phantom war
reveals its secrets
PAGE TWO
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NEWS

Wartime secrets exposed in
SAINT
cull
Marrangaroo decontamination Kangaroo
is distressing
Story: LEN ASHWORTH

For more than 70 years the Marrangaroo
military base has jealously guarded its
wartime secrets, despite decades of
‘Chinese whispers’ about the clandestine activities that took place there when
the defence of Australia posed the
prospect of a no holds barred conflict.
The activities were so top secret that
few within the armed forces even knew
what was going on behind the fences
and the barbed wire.
Now the bushland within the base is
finally giving up its secrets from the
phantom war preparations — a readiness for waging chemical warfare!
And the Defence Department wants
the community, particularly the residents of Marrangaroo, to be fully
informed of what is happening on the
site.
In recent months there has been
increasing publicity in the Lithgow
Mercury, the Illawarra Mercury and in a
well researched book by Geoff Plunkett
finally revealing the role played by

troops involved in chemical warfare ordnance at Marrangaroo and in the railway
tunnels at Clarence, Glenbrook and
Picton.
The Japanese were advancing relentlessly through the South Pacific and
were known to be using chemical
weapons, barred by the Geneva convention.
Australia decided at the highest level
that it would be necessary to fight fire
with fire and began importing under
maximum secrecy supplies of phosgene
and mustard gas bombs.
The bombs were stored in the disused
railway tunnels at several locations,
including Marrangaroo and Clarence.
There were other secret depots in
Queensland.
But there was a Catch 22 angle to the
operation; the function was so secret
that few wartime records were kept and
it took painstaking research by Plunkett
to track down veterans to fill in some of
the gaps in the information void.
This in turn provided the necessary
leads for today’s Army to launch the

clean up of Marrangaroo seven decades
after the last shots were fired in anger
and with the chemical weapons never
used.
And this week the Defence
Department invited the Mercury to an
exclusive tour of the base for an update
on the major operation now under way
there.
In charge of the rehabilitation program is Major Kevin Cuthbertson who
was stationed at Marrangaroo in the late
1980s.
These days he is the Australian
Defence Force Manager of Explosive
Ordnance Disposal with the Joint
Logistics Command — and admits that
he regrets being unable to spend more
time on his farm at Dubbo.
Until recently the Army did not even
know if stories were true about chemical
warfare bombs being buried on the site
at the end of the war.
It was well known that much of the
stock had been destroyed in a rather
haphazard manner by piling the bombs
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Council life demands dedication
Story: LEN ASHWORTH
As forums go, Monday night’s information session arranged for prospective candidates for next month’s Lithgow Council
elections was a fairly low key affair.
Only 15 people attended the forum
and five of these were the sitting
Councillors seeking re-election.
However, among those attending were
representatives of groups that intend contesting the election.
The attendees included two people
from the Capertee Valley.
(The forum was an information session only and attendance by candidates
was not compulsory.)
The session was told that those planning to nominate will need to act quickly
as nominations close next Wednesday for
the September 13 election.
Addressing the forum were Mayor
Neville Castle, acting Lithgow Council
General Manager Scott Greensill and
Oberon Council General Manager Bruce
Fitzpatrick.

They explained the changes to the regulations including requirements on political donations and the fact that the
Electoral Commission has taken over the
running of the election.
Mr Greensill said Lithgow would be
sharing a returning officer with Blue
Mountains Council and this person will
operate out of an office at Katoomba.
Nominations will be received at
Lithgow then forwarded to Katoomba for
processing.
For this reason he said nominations
should not be left until the last minute.
Any nominees seeking advice would
need
to
contact
the
Electoral
Commission.
Mr Fitzpatrick said that elected
Councillors have to be ‘willing to put in
the hard yards, day or night’.
He said it was necessary to keep
abreast of all that was happening in the
community, respect the mayor of the day,
and work as a team.
“You need to be aware of the Code of
Conduct,” he said.
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“The Local Government Association
can deal with recalcitrant elected members or staff.”
He said Councillors need to remember
they are charged with ‘looking after the
interests of the community’.
“Councils are a cooperation between
diverse people with different personalities,” he said.
Mayor Neville Castle reminded
prospective candidates that involvement
in Council was more than just turning up
to a meeting every two weeks.
There were also committees that met
at varying intervals throughout the year.
He again criticised the fact that the
Electoral Commission had taken over the
running of the elections and the charges
being levied on Councils.
He said that despite sharing a
Returning Officer with Blue Mountains
and with the number of polling places
being reduced, Lithgow Council was still
being charged almost double the actual
cost of the 2004 election.

Members Loyalty reward points are awarded
on purchases made in the Club (including
Chinese Restaurant). On presentation of
your membership card, it is swiped at the
cash register and the computer calculates
the number of points awarded. The points
awarded equate to 5% of the purchase
made. You can redeem points accumulated
to pay for purchases in the Club. You can
now redeem your points to pay for purchases
from participating businesses.
Separate Reward for being a Member:
Participating businesses will give you discounts
on purchases made on presentation of your
current membership card. The discounts
range between 5% and 10%.

CONTINUING residential development in
the Hartley Valley is creating a grim future
for the native population. The latest
distressing situation to emerge is the
impending large scale slaughter of
kangaroos. Residents this week received a
letter advising them that 200 of the
Eastern Grey kangaroos are to be
eliminated by licensed shooters on the
Karingal, Liddleton and Stonehaven
properties. The two paragraph letter came
from the Hartley Grazing Company who
said the cull had been authorised by the
National Parks and Wildlife Service. It
listed no justification for the cull. A
distressed resident who brought a copy of
the letter to the Mercury said that the
kangaroos and wallabies were so tame
and trusting that they’ll make easy targets.
The cull is planned to take place ‘over two
to four sessions between 5 pm and 11 pm
commencing in mid August’. A similar cull
proposed for Lithgow Golf club a couple of
tears back was abandoned when the
kangas got word of the nasty plot and
headed for the hills. Now they’re back and
the golfers don’t mind at all. You can be
sure we haven’t heard the last of the
Hartley plan.

It’s not a good look
COUNCILLORS Ann Thompson and
Margaret Collins were right on the money
in Lithgow Council a few nights back when
they queried just what was going on with
work that’s needed at the Lithgow Visitors
Centre. Margaret wanted to know about
the delays in getting the floodlighting
installed on the front of the building to
eliminate that night time gloom presented
to the passing world on the Great Western
Highway. She also wanted to know what
had happed to the finishing touch on the
miners’ lamp — a badge that was part of
the design. She was promised a report
would be forthcoming but said that this
was more than a little late. After all, she’s
been waiting three years for the badge
component and months for a reply on the
lighting issue. That’s when Ann added her
bit and said it was time for Council to
remove ‘the rags’ hanging on the flag
poles. It was not the first time the flags on
the Visitors Centre have been criticised.
Now, said Ann, they look shocking and
need to be taken down whether replaced
or not. There was never much imagination
shown with those flagpoles. They would
have been more effective in an upright row
rather than jutting from the wall but
Council at the time ‘didn’t want to be seen
to be copying Bathurst’. They could have
done a lot worse but it’s not too late to
rectify this failed effort.

Caving in to the dopes
WHEN it comes to the subject of flags
Council seems to have a defeatist
attitude. They don’t seem to realise the
value of our national emblem fluttering in
the street. On two occasions thieves have
stolen the flag off the pole in Pioneer Park
in eastern Main Street and each time the
Council hopes that no one notices that
months later it still hasn’t been replaced.
It’s a case of giving in to the drunken
idiots and letting them dictate the street
scene. It’s now months since the second
flag was stolen and it needs to be
replaced, for a little national pride if for no
other reason. It would seem a simple
matter to secure the lanyard high above
the reach of the most adept thief so that
any servicing of the flag would have to be
done from a ladder or cherry picker. Bring
back our flag, please.

