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Burnt in welding mishap
AN 18 year old Lithgow student sustained
serious burns in an accident at the Lithgow TAFE
campus on Monday afternoon. The young man
was undertaking training in the college’s welding
workshop when his clothing caught fire. Staff
and other students quickly smothered the
flames but he suffered burns to more than 25
per cent of his body including his arm, chest
and back. He was stabilised at Lithgow Hospital
before being transferred by ambulance to the
burns unit at Concord Hospital. The accident is
being investigated by WorkCover and by TAFE
authorities.

Smash closed highway
THE Great Western Highway in the Blue
Mountains was closed to traffic for some hours
yesterday following a fatal collision at
Hazelbrook involving a car and two semi trailers.
Police said that about 8.30 am a vehicle driven
by an elderly woman clipped the side of a semi
trailer she was attempting to overtake. This sent
her car out of control into the path of a second
oncoming semi. Witnesses said the woman’s
car disintegrated in the collision and she died
instantly. No further details were immediately
available. With the highway closed the RTA
activated signs advising motorists to detour via
the Bells Line of Road through Lithgow. (see
Stop Press page 4).

Injured at Portland
CONTESTANTS await their turn to test their marksmanship at the muzzle loading shoot at the weekend

They’re keeping a tradition alive
Story and photo: LEN ASHWORTH
You might hear them but you don’t
often see them.
Yet the First Australian Muzzle
Loading Gun, Rifle and Pistol Club is a
particularly durable special interest
sporting organisation in Lithgow.
In fact they’ve been around for some
56 years.
The club members don’t mess
around with modern target rifles; they
conduct their sport the way 18th century armies did battle and not far off how
Daniel Boone might have saved his
scalp in American frontier encounters.
These fiercely competitive shooters
do it the hard way with black powder

flintlock rifles, other small arms and
even miniature cannon.
Unless you’re a Vale of Clwydd resident you could be forgiven for being
unaware that the club exists or that it
enjoys such a high profile in this sport.
They’re competitions are well out of
sight — if not earshot — at the club
range in a sheltered gully in the hills
behind the village.
At the weekend that range, known as
Gunsmoke Gully, was the scene of plenty of activity when the club staged its
56th annual championship shoot.
Vintage firearm enthusiasts from
many parts of the State turned up for
the two day event.

“The flintlocks we use are the same
as what the soldiers would have carried
ashore from the First Fleet,” club president Dennis Taylor said.
“They’re what they used to call a
Brown Bess and were the standard
weapon in Governor Macquarie’s day.”
He said the competitors were true
enthusiasts very much dedicated to the
sport.
After 56 years the club is looking forward to many more years of keeping a
tradition alive.
FOOTNOTE: Similar weaponry will
be seen in action at the annual colonial
battle re-enactments at Ironfest in
April.

Council told mustard gas
scare was the final straw
Story: LEN ASHWORTH
Lobbyists among residents of Inch Street
took their case to the latest meeting of
Lithgow Council to voice concern at the
ongoing presence of industrial undertakings in their street.
The residents want Council and the
EPA to further restrict or remove altogether what they see as non compatible activities in an urban area.
They particularly targeted two businesses that have operated in the street for
many years, Denis Cooke’s Metal
Industries
and
George
Pearce
Earthmoving.
The latest campaign erupted following
an incident earlier this year when residents were evacuated after it was feared
that mustard gas had escaped from old
wartime shells being cut up for scrap at
the metal dealers.
The substance was later found to be
harmless (and not mustard gas) but the
scare was enough to stir a group of the
nearby residents into action.
Several of them addressed Council

during the public question forum and all
had a common theme — they wanted
their comfort zone returned.
Leading the submissions was a long
term resident, Mrs Shirley Hodges.
She said the mustard has scare had
been the final straw in a long list of complaints regarding noise, dust, hours of
operation and traffic issues.
Other speakers were critical of the fact
that they had still been given no follow up
information relating to the mustard gas
scare and expressed concern that a similar issue could again occur.
Another female resident demanded
feedback from the Department of
Defence on what had really happened on
the day of the gas scare.
Yet another speaker, Robyn Da Costa,
wanted to know why heavy industry was
still allowed in an area zoned residential.
She was particularly critical of the
George Pearce Earthmoving operation
and claimed that material deposited by
that company on property behind Inch
Street was having a detrimental effect on
the visual environment, particularly with

the nearby Blast Furnace Park promoted
as a tourist attraction.
The complaints continued in similar
fashion for much of the lengthy public
session.
Mayor Neville Castle said Council was
also still waiting on a final report on the
gas scare.
He said when the report arrives it will
be made public and will be tabled in
Council.
Cr Castle said Council was also anxious
to find out what really happened on that
day and hoped to make sure it did not
occur again.
Regional Services Manager Andrew
Muir said that the area’s zoning had
changed from industrial to residential
several years ago but business that were
already operating at the time had existing
use rights.
He said complaints of off site parking
and loading activities would be investigated by Council and other complaints
regarding issues of noise and dust would
be referred to the EPA.

FOUR people were injured in a two car collision
on the Sunny Corner Road at Portland on
Tuesday evening. Police said that a Commodore
sedan towing a trailer was stationary waiting to
make a right hand turn into Ellen Street when it
was struck by a Commodore utility. Following the
impact the utility careered off the road and
collided with a tree stump. Ambulance, police
and fire brigade units from Lithgow and Portland
were rushed to the scene. The driver of the
sedan, a 72 year old Portland man, was trapped
in the wreckage for a short time. He was taken
to Lithgow Hospital but later transferred by
ambulance to Westmead Hospital suffering
multiple injuries. His 70 year old wife was taken
to Lithgow Hospital with neck and abdominal
injuries. The ute driver, a 36 year old Portland
man, was treated at the scene for a shoulder
injury. His passenger, a 30 year old Cullen
Bullen man, was admitted to Lithgow Hospital
with chest, arm and knee injuries. Police
inquiries are continuing.

Generator stolen
THIEVES have stolen a Portland generator from
a Lithgow Council work site near Watsford Oval
in Lithgow. The theft occurred some time during
Monday night when thieves cut through a work
site fence then broke into a storage shed to
steal the Powerlite brand generator. Council is
currently working on a major farmers Creek
flood mitigation program at the site.

Theft was brazen
BRAZEN thieves have stolen a set of outdoor
furniture from the verandah of a residence in a
retirement village in Col Drewe Drive at
Bowenfels. The theft occurred some time
between Monday and Tuesday night and police
are anxious to contact anyone who may have
observed a suspect vehicle in the area during
that time.

Stolen or lost?
POLICE are seeking a claimant for a set of
cutlery in a case handed in at Lithgow police
station this week. Police believe the cutlery set
was stolen but it is not listed in any recent
burglary reports. A claimant is also being sought
for an engraved bracelet found in the park at
High Street, Portland, and handed in to the lost
property collection at the police station.

Radio plays
THE next round of performances by the popular
Blue Mountains Radio Players is this Sunday at
2.30 at Katoomba’s Mountain Heritage resort.
For the first time buses will detour to the venue
from the Carrrington stop to assist people with
disabilities. This month’s plays are ‘Death Takes
a Holiday’, ‘The Apple Tree’ and ‘Valentine’. The
performances are based on the style of the old
time radio plays.
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