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SPECIALIST clearance workers wearing protective clothing explore World War Two ammunition burial pits at the Marrangaroo Army Depot during the
decontamination program.
Defence Department Photo

DECONTAMINATION PROVIDING MARRANGAROO A …

Bill of health
Story: LEN ASHWORTH
A decontamination program at
the Marrangaroo Army Camp
continues to unearth some of the
darkest secrets from the darkest
days of World War II.
The Defence Department
announced last year that it would
be joining with specialist contractors to clear the site of relics that
had only been whispered about
for more than half a century since
the end of hostilities.
At that time it was confirmed
that deadly chemical warfare

agents, phosgene and mustard
gas, had been stored in abandoned railway tunnels at the
Marrangaroo base during the
1940s.
Other chemical bombs had
been stored in old tunnels at
Clarence and at Glenbrook in the
lower Mountains.
At the end of hostilities it was
indicated in top secret records
from the time that the bombs, all
presumably emptied, had been
buried at the Army base.
Other drums containing the
chemicals were riddled with

machine gun fire in the nearby
Newnes State Forest then incinerated.
The decontamination program
announced last year was designed
to finally remove any lingering
concerns about what might lay
below.
Milsearch, a firm with international experience in this field, was
engaged to carry out the decontamination using advanced protection procedures for the work
crews and for residents of properties within reasonable proximity
of the base.

After two months the work is
progressing well and the Army
and civilian personnel involved in
the project are confident of
achieving the targets set in the
briefings.
What has been revealed,
though, is that there were more of
the wartime ordnance relics than
previously anticipated.
Hundreds of the bombs and
canisters have been unearthed
and all have been found to be
empty, despite one unfounded
brief scare when it was feared that
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Harvey Norman ~ 6351 2321 ~ 175 Main St Lithgow
3 day birthday sale - starts tomorrow
Panasonic
Plasma
42” 1080P
100 HZ
Built in
HD tuner

$2248

Dishlex
Dishwasher
12 place
setting

$598

Happy
Birthday

HP Notebook Centrino
Core 2 duo upgraded
4 gig ram 250 gig
hard drive 512 meg graphics

$1599
model F2940PA
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Rally aces come our way
The Rally of Lithgow is dedicated to bringing an explosive rally competition to a
regional centre!
And it’s on again next weekend, with a
colourful start from Main Street set for
Saturday afternoon before the contestants head for the Hampton State Forest.
Just imagine if you took a small car,
gave it four-wheel-drive, turbo charged it
to over 200 kilowatts, or a roaring V8 and
then drove it flat-out sideways down
twisty treacherous forest roads lined with
trees, rocks and rows of cheering fans.
Kicking up dirt and spitting flames,
sliding on the edge of control and some-

times over it. This is rallying.
This is the Rally of Lithgow.
The 2009 Rally of Lithgow will be part
of the NSW Championship Round for
Rally Car driving.
Competitors race around a timed circuit competing for points as part of the
NSW State round.
The rally features a ceremonial start in
the heart of Lithgow’s Main Street, where
all competitors are lined up, giving the
chance for spectators to meet some of
their rally driver heroes.
Main Street will be brimming with
entertainment from musical acts, vintage

rally car displays, motor bike displays,
autograph signing’s from the rally teams
and the count down start for the driving
action.
Approval for the closure of Main street
has been given by Lithgow City Council
from 12.30 pm to 3.30 pm on Saturday,
April 18.
The 2009 Rally of Lithgow will have a
significant impact on the Lithgow’s
region, with approximately 60 teams
entered in the event.
Visit the Rally of Lithgow website at
http://www.rallyoflithgow.com

It’s ‘bombs away’ from Marrangaroo
컄 From Page 1

a seal was intact. The only unexpected development was the isolated discovery of a phosphorous incendiary bomb that prompted advice to
Lithgow’s other emergency services and was
quickly declared safe.
Major Kevin O’Rorke, who is the senior Army
officer in the operation, showed the Lithgow
Mercury a stack of the aircraft bombs that had
been dug up.
All had been neutralised decades ago.
The mustard gas was stored during the war
as a defensive measure had enemy forces
reached the so called Brisbane Line.
The intention was that the gas, which does
not quickly disperse, would deny the area to the
enemy for an extended time.
Fortunately there was no mainland invasion
and the chemical weapons did not have to be
used.
At the time the Mercury was taken on the
inspection there had been some 900 bombs
recovered.
But there was no contamination at all and
indications that most of the shells had never
even been filled from the drums of the chemical agents stored in the tunnels.
The decontamination program has also
unearthed the residue of a large amount of conventional small arms and aircraft ammunition,
most it burned in open pits in the 1940s.
It is the biggest operation of its kind undertaken in the region since the war and is on target to be completed by July this year.
* FOOTNOTE: The Marrangaroo Defence
Department property continues to be used for
training purposes, mainly by the Army and
Navy.
These days the training is in the use of conventional explosives, a far cry from the sinister
and secretive operations of the 1940s when the
depot was disguised to resemble an innocent
village when viewed from the air.

SAINT
Restoration complete
ANZAC Day is almost with us again and the
more alert among us attending the
commemoration service in Elizabeth Park
may notice a subtle but significant
difference. RSL sub branch secretary Max
Hemmy has asked the column to pass on
his organisation’s thanks to Lithgow Council
for work on upgrading the cenotaph. Wrote
Max: ‘I am sure all the citizens and tourists
who take the time to visit our cenotaph in
Queen Elizabeth Park would wish to join the
sub branch in extending a sincere thank you
to the Council people who took part in the
restoration of the names on the cenotaph,
listing the district’s service personnel who
did not return from World War I. I received a
letter from the Council’s General Manager
some time ago assuring me the names
would be restored to their former glory and it
has been done in a truly professional and
excellent manner. Once again I would like to
pass on our appreciation to Council for the
respect and honour shown to our fallen
Diggers by a job well done.’ Check it out on
Anzac Day.

Missing in action
ON the subject of Anzac Day it’s again worth
noting that many families would still like to
see a serious shortfall rectified at the
cenotaph. The memorial only contains the
names of those killed in World War I; there is
no record of those who gave their all in
subsequent conflicts. We’ve been told in the
past there are good reasons why this hasn’t
happened but it’s surely an issue that needs
to be seriously addressed one way or
another.

Another little gem
WE noticed this little gem of witticism in the
newsletter of the Blue Mountains Association
of Cultural Heritage Organisations (just one
of the items of correspondence we
eventually find time to read). There was a
photograph of a sign directing visitors to a
walkway to a public toilet facility at an art
museum. It read: ‘To Loos; Le Trek’. Now
that is clever but if you don’t get it just ask
some arty person.

Injecting new life

NO LONGER OMINOUS: Recovered mustard gas bomb casings await disposal at
Marrangaroo.
Photo: LEN ASHWORTH

Federal program will target ‘black
spot’ hazards on the region’s roads
Hazardous areas on the Chifley Road east
“This is a serious investment in safer
of Lithgow and the Sunny Corner Road roads for local motorists and their faminear Portland will benefit from the lies and these projects will help drive
Lithgow area share of a Federal down the appalling social and economic
Government investment of $2,725,000 to cost of road carnage.”
fix five dangerous black spots on local
The five projects that have been
roads in Macquarie.
approved in Macquarie are:
The announcement was made by the
$750,000 to install a central median
Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, barrier, non-skid surface and guard fence
Anthony Albanese and Member for on Bells Line of Road approximately 4 km
Macquarie, Bob Debus.
east of Lithgow;
Nationally, the funding the Black Spots
$750,000 to install a central median
Program for 2008-09 has been almost
barrier, non-skid surface and guard fence
tripled from $50 million to $144.7 million,
on Bells Line of Road approximately 4.1
under the Government’s $4.7 billion and
km east of Lithgow;
$42 billion ‘Nation Building’ plans to sup$700,000 to widen, seal and apply a
port jobs, families and businesses during
non-skid road surface on a 1.2 km section
the current global economic downturn.
The plans were announced by the of Bathurst Oberon Road north of
Prime Minister in December 2008 and Oberon;
$270,000 to increase the shoulder
February 2009.
“The Rudd Government has not only width, seal and treat roadside hazards on
honoured its election commitment to a 1.3 km section of Sunny Corner Road
increase on-going black spot funding by a south of Portland; and
massive 33 per cent, up to $59.5 million
$255,000 to install an island with
per year from 2009-10, but is also provid- acceleration lane and reseal at the intering significant additional funding under section
of
Eglinton
Road
and
the Nation Building packages.
Bradwardine Road in Bathurst.
2—The Lithgow Mercury, Thursday April 16, 2009

Mr Albanese and Mr Debus said the
projects were assessed and recommended by a panel of independent road safety
experts.
“The Black Spot program has a proven
track record of saving lives.
“An evaluation of the program has
shown that it prevented at least 32 fatalities and more than 1500 serious injuries
in its first three years,” Mr Debus said.
“It also returns around $14 for every $1
invested by reducing the number and cost
of crashes.
“The Rudd Government has not only
honoured its election commitment to
increase on-going black spot funding by a
massive 33 per cent, up to $59.5 million
per year from 2009-10, but is also providing significant additional funding under
the Nation Building packages.”
A further $90 million in Black Spot
funding was announced in February 2009
under the Government’s $42 billion
Nation Building and Jobs Package.
The additional Black Spots for this
funding allocation are currently being
considered and will be announced shortly.

HERE at the column it’s always good to be
able to acknowledge new businesses moving
into empty shops in Lithgow’s Main Street.
Just recently there was Nails N More opened
next door to the former Club Revive gym and
within days there will be a new butcher shop
opening in an extensively renovated shop
that used to be Bergos, near Regency
Jewellers. Yep, it’s more new life for Main
Street.

Bruised and battered
CAN Council have a look at updating its
street litter bins around Lithgow? Some of
them are looking extremely battered — so
battered, in fact, they don’t even fit properly
in their holders and look as though they
should be on the garbage tip themselves.
We can surely do a lot better, particularly in
the high visibility areas along Main Street.

Communication problems
THOSE scam emails and letters keep coming
and some of them are worth a giggle before
being consigned to the bin where they
belong. Case in point yesterday when we
received a come-on from someone claiming
to be an Investment Banking officer with the
prestigious Barclays Bank in Belfast. Seeking
to separate us from our cash she wrote:
‘Owing to the exact nature of this business
proposal I advice (sic) that utmost
confidentiality in all matters I shall converse
with you be observed because it is only on
this foundation of reliability and implicit trust
in our capabilities will the exact dividends of
this proffer be achieved … Even though the
possibility exist of you declining to this
proposal my distinctiveness can still be
protected with your assured discretion.’ With
inspirational stuff like that I can see people
all over the world rushing to do business
while protecting the writer’s ‘distinctiveness’.

