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Lab tests
chemical
weapons
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Jobs promise lever to learning
Matthew Fynes-Clinton
EDUCATION REPORTER

AUSTRALIA dumped
chemical weapons off the
coast as recently as 1970 and
still tests the dangerous concoctions in a high-security
defence laboratory.
A ministerial briefing note,
dated in February this year
and released under Freedom
of Information, reveals the
Melbourne laboratory where
testing is being done, is licensed to produce small
quantities of Schedule 1
chemicals, including mustard
gas, for ‘‘chemical defence
purposes’’.
It did not breach the convention ratified in 1994, the
note said.
The Courier-Mail revealed
yesterday that the Government had abandoned plans to
study the safety of thousands
of tonnes of chemical warfare
agents dumped off the east
coast after World War II. The
last dumping occurred in 1970
and involved a ‘‘very small
quantity of mustard gas’’.
— Sean Parnell
Leahy’s view, Page 16
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REASON to smile . . . pupils at the Weipa campus of the recently amalgamated Western Cape College.

BAUXITE mining giant
Comalco has pledged to give
a job to every indigenous
western Cape York student
who completes at least
Year 10.
In a region where some
children only attend school
one day every two weeks, the
scheme is seen as a significant catalyst for change.
‘‘This is not pie in the sky,’’
Comalco CEO Sam Walsh
said yesterday.
‘‘The scheme’s aimed at
putting students through an
18-month traineeship, which
will them give them guaranteed employment.
‘‘They could end up working as truck drivers, plant
operators, right up to
superintendent or even
general manager.’’
The impetus for the deal
was the Western Cape Communities Co-existence Agreement, signed in March last
year between Comalco Aluminium Ltd, the Aboriginal

traditional owners of western
Cape York Peninsula — such
as the Wik people — and the
State Government.
Comalco vowed to lift its
employment of local indigenous people from 8 per cent to
35 per cent by 2010.
Weipa traditional landowner Jackie Madua yesterday explained the sorry educational outcomes that had
once afflicted her people.
‘‘When I went to school,
even our children who were
eagles and could soar and
learn quickly . . . they were
not recognised,’’ she told
hundreds of students and an
official party including Education Minister Anna Bligh.
‘‘They had to fly around in
circles until they had to
leave and land somewhere
else. Some collapsed from
exhaustion and are still
collapsed today.’’
In term four last year
at Aurukun, 205km south of
Weipa, Year 2 school attendance was 9.63 per cent.
In other words, each enrolled child turned up for
class an average of about

a day every two weeks.
‘‘The figures are startling —
horrendous,’’ said Don
Anderson, principal of the
new Western Cape College.
Western Cape College,
which began this year, is an
amalgamation of four
schools: the former Weipa
pre-school to Year 12 school,
Napranum primary (10 minutes away), Aurukun
primary-Year 10 and Mapoon
primary (85km north
of Weipa).
The college has become in
effect, a pre-school-Year 12
facility with four campuses.
Ms Bligh says the idea of the
college was to provide consistent curriculum, assessment
and management across the
sites — leading to improved
daily attendance rates and
Year 10-12 retention.
School hostel facilities will
be expanded to further
encourage students from
outlying campuses to come
into Weipa and finish junior
and/or senior.
Ms Madua hopes that with
the college, today’s eagles will
have ‘‘a place to land where
they will be recognised.’’

Queensland packs
in the attractions
Emma Chalmers

A New Name

A New Look

A New Location

Formerly The Watch Gallery, we are now renamed The Hour Glass,
in line with our
name.
boutique located at Shop 3-4,
Le Boulevard, Elkhorn A

QUEENSLAND may be the Smart
State but it is our natural beauty
that attracts backpackers.
Four of Australia’s top 10 backpackers’ destinations were in
Queensland, according to the
Bureau of Tourism Research.
International backpackers favoured tropical north Queensland,
Brisbane, the Whitsundays and
Hervey Bay/Maryborough while
domestic backpackers named Brisbane, tropical north Queensland,
the Gold and Sunshine coasts.
Queensland Tourism Industry
Council chief executive officer
Daniel Gschwind said backpackers
were a tough crowd to please.
Polling so well was a coup for
Queensland, he said.
‘‘These backpackers are extremely discerning, they’re very
sophisticated if you like, they assess
the value of a destination thanks to
word-of-mouth and fairly instantaneously,’’ Mr Gschwind said.
‘‘The weather has something to do
with it but research also says that
backpackers do look for landscape —
the ‘‘real thing’’ if you like, for what
Australia’s really about,’’ he said.
Ross Elliot chief executive of Brisbane Tourism said Brisbane’s appeal showed that urban tourism was
more popular than people realised.
‘‘We have a preconception that all
visitors want to see is a beach, a
rainforest and a reef,’’ he said.
‘‘When you’re backpacking you
really want to experience the
local culture.
‘‘They tend to avoid the tourist
traps and go to the real sort of places
where there are real people.’’
The research also revealed the
numbers of backpackers in
Australia has more than doubled
between 1989 and 1999.
Australia attracted 171,600 international backpackers in 1989, com-

TOP 10 TOURIST REGIONS
FOR INTERNATIONAL BACKPACKERS
1. Sydney
2. Tropical North Queensland
3. Melbourne
4. Brisbane
5. Northern Rivers (includes Byron Bay)
6. Whitsundays
7. Hervey Bay/Maryborough
8. Alice Springs
9. Petermann (includes Uluru)
10. Adelaide
FOR DOMESTIC BACKPACKERS
1. Sydney
2. Northern Rivers (includes Byron Bay)
3. Melbourne
4. Brisbane
5. Perth
6. Tropical North Queensland
7. Gold Coast
8. Snowy Mountains
9. Canberra
10. Sunshine Coast

pared with 404,300 in 1999. These
visitors recorded $1.5 billion in total
expenditure in 1999.
M or e than half c a m e f ro m
Europe, but Japanese, Canadians
and South Koreans stayed longest.
Mr Gschwind said there had been
fears visitors would be discouraged
by incidents such as the Childers
hostel fire, where 15 packpackers
perished two years ago, and the
murder of British backpacker
Caroline Stuttle, 19, in Bundaberg
on April 10.
But the constructive and compassionate response of the community and the industry served to
encourage visitors ‘‘because you feel
that people care about you’’.

Best reads never forgotten

Come visit us for a cup of coffee or tea at our new concept store.
The Hour
of
,
indepth
in Swiss timepieces, will leave you with an
enriching experience.
We look forward to serving you at our new location on the Gold Coast.

WELL read . . . St Martin’s librarian Madonna Johnston with students, from
left, Zoee Roberts, Natasha Wilson, Peter Kentrotis and Andre Acdol.
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A LOVE of books is created at an early age and
many of these books are
never forgotten, according to St Martin’s Primary School librarian
Madonna Johnston.
‘‘I remember my favourite books at school. I
had a hard cover large
book of Alice in Wonderland and I
will never forget the pictures. I also
loved the What Katy Did books,’’
Mrs Johnston said.
Her goal now is to get all 670
students from preschool to Year 7
reading as much as possible, which
is why St Martin’s Primary School
of Carina has registered for The
Courier-Mail and The Sunday Mail
Free Books for Schools promotion.
‘‘Reading is very important to the
school. We celebrate Book Week
each year in August, invite guest

authors to the school,
have open discussions
about books with all
grades and we always
have displays of new
books purchased,’’ Mrs
Johnston said.
If you have tokens you
don’t need then St Martin’s Primary School
would love to have them, or visit the
www.freebooksforschools.com.au
website for a list of primary and
secondary schools you can adopt.
You can still join in the Free
Books for Schools promotion
proudly supported by the Commonwealth Bank just by registering at
the website or calling the helpline on
1800 882 170.
Tokens will appear daily until
September and you can start collecting books for your school with as
few as 100 tokens.
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To obtain free professional advice on any migration query
Contact us on

(07) 3839 6244
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