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Lifting the lid on 
WWII secrets

REVIEWER: Michael Brooke

THIS meticulously researched book 
unearths a 60-year secret surrounding 
Australia’s stockpile of chemical weap-
ons in WWII.  

Geoff Plunkett, a Project Officer 
with the Defence Asset and Inventory 
Management Branch of the Defence 
Materiel Organisation, has penned 
Chemical Warfare in Australia, which 
evolved over 14 years of research.

The 733-page book tells the story of 
the importation, storage and the disposal 
of the deadly weapons. 

The book explores how a million 
chemical weapons were covertly import-
ed into Australia to counter a possible 
Japanese invasion in WWII.

As the Japanese swept south towards 
Australia in late 1941, they carried with 

Chemical warfare in Australia
them chemical weapons which they had 
already used with deadly effect in China.

With such a ruthless enemy at the 
doorstep, Australia saw a retaliatory 
chemical warfare stock as a key compo-
nent of a defensive strategy to prevent 
their use.

Forced to counter the chemical war-
fare threat, Australia covertly imported 
about a million chemical weapons – 
including 16 types of mustard gas – and 
hid them in tunnels and other sites around 
the country.

The chemical weapons were meant for 
retaliatory use only against the Japanese, 
and were never employed in conflict.

The book contains over 300 photo-
graphs and was published by Army 
History Unit. The book is available from 
Australian Military History Publications 
and costs $45.

SECRETS UNCOVERED:SECRETS UNCOVERED: Geoff  Geoff 
Plunkett has written a book, Plunkett has written a book, 
Chemical Warfare in AustraliaChemical Warfare in Australia, , 
published by the Army History published by the Army History 
Unit.Unit.
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Helping people plan 
for a post-military life

THE ADF Transition Centre in Townsville was 
recently inspected by the Minister for Defence 
Science and Personnel, Warren Snowdon.  

The Centre forms part of a new enhanced 
transition process to help ADF members and 
their families move smoothly from military to 
civilian life.

Mr Snowdon said it’s important that fami-
lies can easily access all the available care and 
advice. The Townsville Transition Centre build-
ing also houses other aspects of regional sup-
port to ADF members.

“Defence is providing an environment where 
ADF members and their families can discuss, in a 
confidential manner, all aspects of their transi-
tion,” Mr Snowdon said.

The enhanced transition support service pro-
vides separating ADF members and their fami-
lies with an individually-tailored service and 
accurate, high quality information about issues 
like rehabilitation and compensation; housing; 
medical and dental; financial; and family sup-
port to ADF members to assist them successfully 
plan their post-military life.

“Vitally, the new transition service is work-
ing actively with other Government agencies 
such as the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and 
Comsuper,” Mr Snowdon said.

“There is still work to be done to better sup-
port our ADF members as they leave the serv-
ices, but we hope to have the enhanced transi-
tion care implemented nationally by November 
2008.”

ALL SMILES: SMNMED Stacey Lothian 
and SMNGX Rebecca Clark pose infront 
of ships forming up for the RIMPAC 08 
Photex.
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