NEWS

Hoskins dynasty continues SAINT
to benefit district students
Clive’s snowy future

Story: LEN ASHWORTH
No family left more of a lasting legacy on
the Lithgow district than the Hoskins
dynasty.
When the family ceased steel making
in Lithgow and moved to Port Kembla
they had bequeathed to the city the magnificent Hoskins Uniting Church and the
Hoskins Institute that until recently
housed the City Library and is now awaiting a new role.
But after all these years the family continues its involvement with Lithgow
through the Hoskins Lithgow Scholarship.
The scholarship is awarded every two
years by the family trust to assist a local
secondary school student achieve his or
her full potential through the early years
of university.
And it’s worth a hefty $25,000.
Now nominations are about to be
again called for the 2009 award.

Applications will open on July 21 and
close on Friday August 15.
The Trustees are now inviting all interested students and parents to obtain further details from their school, on the
scholarship website
www.hoskinslithgowscholarship.org.au,
by emailing inquiries to
help@hoskinslithgowscholarship.org.au
or by contacting Helen Lee on 02 9816
3376.
A spokesman said the Trustees are
looking to award each scholarship to an
individual who wishes to contribute to
the betterment of society through their
future career path.
Applicants will also be received from
persons who have recently left school and
may be working or in tertiary study.
The scholarship is means tested.
In summary, the scholarship is open to
any resident of the Lithgow Local
Government area (not necessarily attend-

ing school in Lithgow) under the age of 26
years and an Australian citizen.
When the scholarship scheme was
announced in 2006 it was intended to be
awarded every second year.
This has now changed to an annual
award.
All awards to date have gone to
Lithgow High students.
First was Kate Purcell who has been
studying for a Bachelor of Law degree at
university (and picking up Law School
prizes in the process).
This year it was a joint award shared by
Victor Rufus and Daniel Simpson.
Victor is now studying for a Bachelor of
Music-Bachelor of Science degree at the
ANU in Canberra while Daniel is undertaking a Bachelor of Clinical Practice
degree at Charles Sturt University as he
works towards a future career as a paramedic.

Mustard gas tainted our reputation
BACK in the darkest days of
World War II the Australian
and British Governments
colluded in a covert
operation that drew Lithgow
and the neighbouring Blue
Mountains in a conspiracy
that defied the rules of
warfare.
Following World War I the
Geneva Convention
specifically banned mustard
gas from future conflicts.
But desperate times
spawn desperate measures
and the niceties of Geneva
were ignored as Australia
built up a stock of the

horror gas for use should
the Japanese land on our
sparsely defended shores.
And around this part of
the world we were in the
thick of the top secret
operation with mustard gas
canisters stored at the
Marrangaroo military depot
and its nearby abandoned
railway tunnel below Tunnel
Hill, in another old tunnel at
Clarence now used by the
Zig Zag Railway, and in a
third tunnel at Glenbrook.
Over the years there
have been stories
recounted by ex servicemen
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ALDI fact

At ALDI, we sell exclusive
brands of the same high quality
as well-known brands, just at
much more competitive prices.
Like our Just Organics Pasta
Sauce, outstanding value and
quality you can trust.
aldi.com.au

smarter shopping

who worked on these sites
and even tests at
Marrangaroo to determine if
any residue remained.
They were given the all
clear.
Now the Illawarra
Mercury has revived the
issue after tracking down
another survivor of the
chemical corps in an
Illawarra nursing home.
Courtesy of the Illawarra
Mercury the report begins
on page four today.
FOOTNOTE: In March this
year the Daily Telegraph in
its history feature reported
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on the sinister wartime
mustard gas secrets.
It claimed that in 1946
3000 tonnes of chemicals
were burned in the Newnes
State Forest but the
incineration was incomplete
and had to be repeated in
subsequent years.
In 1980 a large amount
of residue had to be
removed to the
Marrangaroo depot to be
burned and bleached.
Mustard gas experiments
were also conducted during
World War II in the Forbes
district.

slight administrative
changes at the facility
with her replacement
being Chief Executive
Officer Judy Spencer.
Ms Spencer comes to
the job with extensive
management experience as a senior bureaucrat within the NSW
Public Service.
Her skills are also
complimented by 30
years experience as a
trained
registered
nurse.
She has for some
time been looking for a
position in the local
area to match her skills
base and is now looking
forward to the challenges of managing the
local private hospital
facility.
The new CEO has
now commenced work
at LCPH and has been
fully embraced by the
staff and board.
Ms Spencer resides
at Blackheath.
Sheryl Hampson has
been promoted to the
new position of Clinical
Director of Nursing
after more than three
years with the LCPH.

HERE’S a classic tale of ‘local boy makes
good’. Or is it a case of ‘the man from Coxs
River becomes the man from Snowy River’?
South Littleton resident and long term
familiar figure in Local Government, Clive
Cawthorne, leaves his old home town in a
couple of weeks to take up a senior
position with the Tumbarumba Shire Council
in the Snowy Mountains. Clive spent 17
years with Lithgow Council, working his way
up from the junior ranks to hold the position
of Manager Engineering Services prior to
the major staff reshuffles in recent years.
Since then he has worked as a consultant
with Bathurst Regional Council on the
redevelopment of the CBD before being
headhunted to take up a role heading a
newly created Development Control
Department with Blue Mountains Council.
Clive has now been appointed to a new high
point in his career as Director of
Engineering Services and Assistant General
Manager with Tumbarumba Shire. On Winter
workdays in the Snowy he may well
appreciate what a great climate he left
behind here in our part of the world. His
friends will wish him well in his new role.

For true believers,
and others
ARE you a true believer? Or are you just
someone who enjoys a little political natter
and camaraderie? Either way you may well
like to know Saturday, September 20, has
been set for this year’s 24th annual Chifley
Memorial Light On The Hill dinner in the
Bathurst Electorate. ALP sources have
announced this year’s VIP guest speaker will
be Nicola Roxon, Federal Minister for Health
and Ageing. It’s not a cheap night out at
$70 for the workers and $50 for
pensioners. But, heck, it’s only money.

A welcome facility
STILL on coming events there will be an
important addition to Lithgow’s respite care
facilities later this month with the official
opening of UnitingCare’s new overnight
respite cottage. Spokesman Lindy Ward-Fear
said the cottage at 15 Fullagar Avenue will
provide care for people with disabilities,
allowing their carers a well earned rest. The
facility will be officially opened on Tuesday
July 22. Watch this column for more details
as the big day gets closer.

Martin’s mission
WE recently reported that our resident Irish
entertainer Martin Doherty was making
available a limited number of his single
recording of ‘The Band Played Waltzing
Matilda’ as a fundraiser for the Tresillian
Family Care Centre at Nepean Hospital. We
can now report that it’s mission
accomplished and Martin has handed over
a cheque for $1000 for some work required
at the centre. Meantime, Martin’s newly
expanded four piece Irish folk band, Roisin,
will be presenting a free concert at the
Blackheath Folk Club get together at the
new Ivanhoe Hotel from eight o’clock on
Thursday, July 17. Making it a true sense of
family there will be guest spots by Martin’s
daughter, Tara Gray, and the Dodgy Sisters,
featuring Martin’s wife Lyn, and Betty
Hutchison. Admission is free.

Keys were an
afterthought
WE get heaps of lost keys handed in at the
Mercury Office but rarely on the grand scale
of what came our way on Friday. This key
ring contained two large penguins, a
whistle, a small glow light, two tags and a
purple ribbon for hanging around one’s
neck. After all that there were only two keys.
It was found on the footpath outside LINC.
The owner can pick up the collection during
office hours.

