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OUR WATER IS LISTED AS SAFE BUT …

Damage already
has been done
Lithgow City Council yesterday again
emphatically rejected claims that the local
water supply is unsafe to drink.
But Mayor Neville Castle said that the
damage to the city’s reputation has already
been done by publication of the claims in
sections of the Sydney media.
On Monday night during Council’s regular meeting local doctor, John Dearin, in
his role as chairman of the Lithgow
Medical Council, raised the issue of water
quality in Lithgow, particularly in relation
to water coming from the Clarence
Colliery into the Lithgow supply.
Dr Dearin’s organisation raised concerns about the level of nickel in the
Lithgow water supply and quoted part
only of a report which was published 12
months ago on the water supply and
which was based on calculations taken
several years ago.
Responding to Dr Dearin’s concerns the
Lithgow Mayor Neville Castle yesterday

said that to ensure the safety of the consumers Council conducts regular and routine tests of the Lithgow reticulated water
supply.
“These tests show that the water quality
consistently meets the requirements of the
Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.
“These guidelines are some of the
strictest standards in the world for drinking water,” he said.
“Water samples are provided to an
independent and accredited laboratory
that not only provides the results to
Council but also provides them to the
NSW Department of Health as extra monitoring of the supply.
“Interestingly Dr Dearin raises concerns
about the Lithgow water supply when our
tests show that the supply consistently
meets the standards.
“Dr Dearin failed to make any inquiries
with Council about the quality of the
Lithgow supply.

“Instead he used a public forum to
question the quality of the Lithgow water
supply which has now caused fear in our
community.
“Had Dr Dearin contacted an appropriate staff member or myself then he would
have been informed that the levels of nickel in the Lithgow water supply are consistently well within the guidelines.
“Alternatively had Dr Dearin or the
Medical Council contacted either the NSW
Department of Health or the Department
of Water and Energy they would have also
been made aware of these results.”
Cr Castle said that following the media
reports of Dr Dearin’s concerns both
Departments have since confirmed that
the water quality meets the guidelines for
drinking water.
He said another interesting point from
the article quoted by Dr Dearin is that the
report concluded that ‘the mean nickel
concentration in drinking water appears

to have no health risks’.
“If there are no health risks then why is
the Health Council raising these concerns
in this manner?
“Public health is a primary concern to
myself and to Council,” the Mayor said.
“It is important that the public have all
the facts.
“The facts show that the Lithgow water
supply is safe.
“I am very concerned at the image that
has now been portrayed of Lithgow and
the fear put into the hearts of local residents,” Cr Castle said.
YESTERDAY environmental group the
Colong Foundation entered the debate.
Director Keith Muir said that back in
1999 a Centennial Coal consultant had
reported that if the existing system of discharging water from Clarence Colliery into
the Wollangambe River was allowed to
continue indefinitely it would be consid
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Not moonwalkers
AROUND the anniversary of the moon landing
it is perhaps appropriate that passersby were
wondering about men in ‘space suits’ working
in the bush beside the Reserve Road at
Marrangaroo. But there was nothing ‘lunar’
about the spectacle. The men in heavy protective garb were among the crews working on the
major decontamination program at the
Marrangaroo Army Camp. Teams have been
working for months clearing buried ordnance
from the wartime years when the depot has
been revealed to have been a storage and distribution point for mustard gas and other chemical warfare weaponry. The project is believed to
be in its final stages with few dramas encountered. Until it ends and the all clear given the
workers will continue to be seen wearing ‘space
suits’.
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