PICTURES: Top, savage guard dogs helped protect the secrets hidden in the old Marrangaroo
railway tunnel during World War 1l. Below, storage facilities for phosgene bombs in the

Marrangaroo railway cutting. National Archives photos.

Rallway historians join

chemical warfare 1ssue

Story: LEN ASHWORTH

Recent publicity in the Lithgow
Mercury and Illawarra Mercury
about the wartime clandestine
chemical warfare operations at
Marrangaroo, Clarence and
Glenbrook attracted a lot of inter-
est and it seems we weren’t alone
in the latest revelations.

Reader Pat Cox has drawn our
attention to the May issue of the
Australian Railway History maga-
zine that devoted a seven page
article to the storage of nasty
weaponry in these disused railway
tunnels.

The magazine article was writ-
ten by Geoff Plunkett and quoted
from his book Chemical Warfare in
Australia available through the
Australian Railway Historical
Society bookshop.

It enlarges on our involvement
in the stockpiling of technically
illegal chemical weapons but
points out that they were meant
only for retaliatory action after
intelligence reports that the
Japanese forces had such weapons
in their armory and had already
used them in their march towards
Australia.

Said the author: “In a top secret
operation the RAAF imported
mustard gas and the lethal chok-
ing agent phosgene.

“Around a million chemical
weapons were imported between
1942 and the war’s end and many
of them passed through the dis-
used railway tunnels around
Lithgow and Glenbrook.

He continued: ‘... the Japanese
possessed a well developed chem-
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