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WEATHER
LOCAL WEATHER: Saturday minimum 2.8,

maximum 7.3, rainfall to 9 am 10.2 mm; Sunday
minimum 2.7, maximum 10, Monday minimum -
5.4, maximum 10, rainfall to 9 am 0.2 mm.

FORECAST: Scattered showers and isolated
thunderstorms. West to southwest winds.

OUTLOOK: Tomorrow, isolated showers in the
east; fine elsewhere and south to south west
winds. Thursday, isolated showers with west to
south west winds. 

BRIEFLY
Happy ending
ALL ended well for an elderly woman who went
missing on a bushwalk in the Capertee Valley on
Sunday afternoon.  The 70 year old Leura woman
had been bushwalking with her son at Patonys
Crown at Capertee when they parted company, with
the woman saying she was returning to the car.
The woman’s son called police at 7 pm saying the
woman had been due back to the car three hours
prior. With concerns for the woman’s safety due to
the increasingly cold conditions Portland police
began an immediate search. They had quick
results when they came across the woman walking
through the darkness on the freezing bush road.
She was cold but safe and well and told police she
simply lost her way returning to the car.

Internet fraud
A 39 year old former Lithgow resident has been
charged with 66 counts of make false statement to
obtain money in relation to eBay frauds. He is
alleged to have   deceived people into believing he
had electrical items such as laptop computers and
cameras for sale. Police allege that he fraudulently
obtained in excess of $13,000 through the scam.
He will face Court at a later date.

Knife charge
AT 3 pm Sunday Lithgow Police observed a young
person acting suspiciously in front of a local retail
outlet. As he was approached he ran into the shop
where he was seen to hide a knife on a shelf. As a
result of this, a 17 year old Lithgow youth was
subsequently charged with being in possession of
the knife without a lawful reason.

Morts Estate disturbance
ON Friday evening police were called to an address
in Willes Street where it was believed a large brawl
was in progress. It appears that persons known to
the residents broke into the house and assaulted
some of the residents. Damage was also caused
to the inside of the house. On police arrival all
persons refused to cooperate with the police and
no charges have been laid at this stage. Inquiries
are continuing.

Midday PCA charge
A 33 year old man from Girraween was stopped for
a random breath test at 11.45 am on Sunday on
the Great Western Highway at Lithgow. He returned
a positive reading and was conveyed to Lithgow
Police Station where he underwent breath analysis.
He was charged with high range PCA and his
licence was suspended pending a Court
appearance.

More cars vandalised
ANOTHER two cars in Lithgow were targeted by
vandals over Saturday night in a disturbing
continuation of a recent rash of such incidents. A
car parked in Calero Street was spray painted
along the length of the vehicle on one side and in
a similar incident, a car parked in Lett Street was
also spray painted.  Police are appealing for public
assistance in identifying the hoodlums responsible.

Street vandalism
POLICE are investigating an incident at the squash
courts at Wallerawang where vandals have
smashed two windows. There were also two shop
windows in Main Street, Lithgow, that were
smashed in the early hours of Saturday morning.

Stole from car
POLICE are asking for assistance from anyone who
can assist with information about a steal from
motor vehicle in Henning Crescent, Wallerawang, at
the weekend. Thieves removed a large amount of
equipment from the vehicle and left undetected.

Malicious damage
A window was smashed on a bulldozer sometime
between Saturday and Monday morning. The
vehicle was parked on the Bells Line of Road at
Clarence at the time.

In your
time
of need
The truism goes that
the only two certain-
ties in this world are
death and taxes.

The Lithgow Mer-
cury can’t help in
reducing your taxes
but we can assist in
easing the burden in
times of bereave-
ment.

Our latest free
community service
publication ‘Plan-
ning For Peace Of
Mind’ is now avail-
able, providing a
handy guide in the
maze of procedures
necessary following
the passing of a love
one.

It literally con-
tains everything you
need to know, from a
choice of a funeral
director, through
legal requirements,
to counselling serv-
ices, and even tips
on preparing a eulo-
gy.

Copies of the
publication can be
obtained from Lith-
gow City Funerals at
103 Chifley Road;
from Kerry Linegar
Funerals at 157 Mort
Street; from Lithgow
Counselling and
Therapy Service at
179 Mort Street; or
from the Mercury
Office at 101 Main
Street.

Railway historians join
chemical warfare issue

Story: LEN ASHWORTH

Recent publicity in the Lithgow
Mercury and Illawarra Mercury
about the wartime clandestine
chemical warfare operations at
Marrangaroo, Clarence and
Glenbrook attracted a lot of inter-
est and it seems we weren’t alone
in the latest revelations.

Reader Pat Cox has drawn our
attention to the May issue of the
Australian Railway History maga-
zine that devoted a seven page
article to the storage of nasty
weaponry in these disused railway
tunnels.

The magazine article was writ-
ten by Geoff Plunkett and quoted
from his book Chemical Warfare in
Australia available through the
Australian Railway Historical
Society bookshop.

It enlarges on our involvement
in the stockpiling of technically
illegal chemical weapons but
points out that they were meant
only for retaliatory action after
intelligence reports that the
Japanese forces had such weapons
in their armory and had already
used them in their march towards
Australia.

Said the author: “In a top secret
operation the RAAF imported
mustard gas and the lethal chok-
ing agent phosgene.

“Around a million chemical
weapons were imported between
1942 and the war’s end and many
of them passed through the dis-
used railway tunnels around
Lithgow and Glenbrook.

He continued: ‘… the Japanese
possessed a well developed chem-

� Continued Page 4

PICTURES: Top, savage guard dogs helped protect the secrets hidden in the old Marrangaroo
railway tunnel during World War II. Below, storage facilities for phosgene bombs in the
Marrangaroo railway cutting. National Archives photos.
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