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International interest: History Channel presenter Don Wildman films the introduction for a documentary
on Glenbrook's secret wartime past in the village's shopping centre earlier this month.

TV turn for Glenbrook
By Damien Madigan
It’s already shed light on the
muddy trenches of Belgium’s
western front and the secret
underground apartment blocks
of Stalin’s Russia, but a popular
pay television series is about to
turn its gaze to a mushroomsprouting tunnel in Glenbrook.
Although the connection
might at first seem incongruous,
the tunnel’s recently revealed
history as a storage site for
chemical weapons during World
War II made it an ideal subject
for the History Channel series,
Cities of the Underworld.
Presenter Don Wildman
filmed segments for the episode
earlier this month, providing an
interesting diversion for Sunday
morning shoppers in Glenbrook
village before interviewing two
former RAAF armourers at the
old railway tunnel.
Now used as a mushroom
farm, the tunnel housed enough
mustard gas to wipe out the pop-

ulation of Sydney during World
War II. Bound to secrecy at the
time, the men who worked there
only gained widespread recognition this year following the
publication of a book on
Australia’s chemical warfare
history by author Geoff
Plunkett.
Eighty-four-year-old Penrith
resident Geoff Burn was happy
to be involved in the History
Channel documentary although
he is still stung by the lack of
official acknowledgment successive governments have
shown to the young men who
carried out the dangerous work
at Glenbrook.
“I look at it as if it’s too late . . .
We waited over 60 years to get
any sort of recognition whatsoever — before that we didn’t
exist,” he said.
Mr Burn was joined in the
series
by
83-year-old
Gerringong resident Arthur
Lewis who swapped his family’s
Parramatta home for a masonite
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Glimpse of the past: Penrith's
Geoff Burn (left) with Arthur Lewis
near the Glenbrook tunnel where
they worked as RAAF armourers
storing chemical weapons during
World War II.

hut at Glenbrook during the
1940s.
The History Channel’s small
LA crew also filmed segments at
Cockatoo Island, Middle Head
and the Abercrombie Caves during their Australian sojourn.
The episode on the Glenbrook
tunnel will air in 2009.
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More options for your 4 year old . . .
Little Saints Pre-K at St Paul’s Grammar School is
expanding its learning options in 2009!
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Standard Program: school hours during term time only. $40 per day

MORE GREAT SPECIALS IN STORE!

Extended Hours Program: 6.30am – 6pm, 48 weeks per year.
$65 per day - includes Standard Program, before and after school care
(including breakfast) and holiday care.
You can choose the number of days most suited to your child:
2 days - Thursday and Friday
3 days - Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
5 days - Monday to Friday

Lapstone Hotel

Our focus at Little Saints allows for the children to explore, investigate
and play, both in and out of doors. Children will experience:
• Christian Education
• Library and Music Programs
• Mandarin Chinese
• Integration of technology
• International Baccalaureate PYP and Reggio inspired
• University trained teachers

1300 665 271

Call charges apply. Cost of local call, higher from mobile or public phones

or visit our website:

www.cellarbrations.com.au
*Beer specials valid until 8/12/08 or while stocks last. All other specials valid until 8/12/08 or while stocks last. Retail quantities
only. No trade supplied. Cash and Carry only. Prices include GST where applicable. Tobacco & Alcohol not sold to under 18’s.
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Quality early learning at an affordable price

For your nearest
store phone:
1613959

Places are limited for 2009 so don’t delay.
Contact Anthony Head on 02 47774888 to apply now.
www.stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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